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(b) Bluefin exports. (1) Dealers export-
ing bluefin tuna that was harvested by
U.S. vessels and first landed in the
United States must complete an origi-
nal numbered Bluefin Tuna Statistical
Document issued to that dealer by the
Regional Director. Such an individ-
ually numbered document is not trans-
ferable or reusable and may be used
only once by the dealer to which it was
issued to report on a specific export
shipment. Dealers must provide on the
Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document the
correct information and exporter cer-
tification specified in § 285.202(a)(1)
through (7). As required under § 285.203,
the Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document
must be validated as specified in
§ 285.202(a)(8) by an official of the U.S.
Government or, if authorized by
NMFS, an official of an accredited in-
stitution. A list of such officials may
be obtained by contacting the Office of
Fisheries Conservation and Manage-
ment, NMFS, Silver Spring, MD (301–
713–2347), or the nearest NMFS Enforce-
ment Office. A list of local NMFS en-
forcement offices can be obtained by
contacting regional offices in Glouces-
ter, MA (508–281–9261), St. Petersburg,
FL (813–570–5344) and Long Beach, CA
(310–980–4050). Dealers requesting gov-
ernment validation for exports should
notify NMFS as soon as possible after
arrival of the vessel to avoid delays in
inspection and validation of the export
shipment.

(2) Dealers re-exporting bluefin tuna
that was previously imported into the
United States must provide on the
original Bluefin Tuna Statistical Docu-
ment that accompanied the import
shipment the correct information and
intermediate importer’s certification
specified in § 285.202(a)(9).

(3) Dealers must submit the original
of the completed Bluefin Tuna Statis-
tical Document to accompany the ship-
ment of bluefin tuna to its export or
re-export destination. A copy of the
Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document
completed as specified under paragraph
(b)(1) or (2) of this section must be
postmarked and mailed by said dealer
to the Regional Director within 24
hours of the time the tuna was ex-
ported or re-exported from the United
States.

(c) Recordkeeping. Dealers must re-
tain at their principal place of business
a copy of each Bluefin Tuna Statistical
Document required to be submitted to
the Regional Director pursuant to this
section for a period of 2 years from the
date on which it was submitted to the
Regional Director.

§ 285.202 Contents of documentation.

(a) A Bluefin Tuna Statistical Docu-
ment, to be deemed complete, must:

(1) Have a document number assigned
as prescribed by the country issuing
the document;

(2) State the name of the country
issuing the document, which is the
country whose flag vessel harvested
the bluefin tuna, regardless of where
the tuna is first landed;

(3) State the name of the vessel that
caught the fish and the vessel’s reg-
istration number, if applicable;

(4) State the name of the owner of
the trap that caught the fish, if appli-
cable;

(5) State the point of export, which is
the city, state or province, and country
from which the bluefin tuna is first ex-
ported;

(6) State the following specified in-
formation about the shipment:

(i) The product type (fresh or frozen)
and product form (round, gilled and
gutted, dressed, fillet or other);

(ii) The method of fishing used to
harvest the fish (purse seine, trap, rod
and reel, etc.);

(iii) The ocean area from which the
fish was harvested (western Atlantic,
eastern Atlantic, Mediterranean, or
Pacific);

(iv) The weight of each fish (in kilo-
grams for the same product form pre-
viously specified);

(v) The identifying tag number, if
landed by vessels from countries with
tagging programs;

(7) State the name and license num-
ber of, and be signed and dated in the
exporter’s certification block by, the
exporter;

(8) If applicable, state the name and
title of, and be signed and dated in the
validation block by, a responsible gov-
ernment official of the country whose
flag vessel caught the tuna (regardless
of where the tuna are first landed) or
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by an official of an institution accred-
ited by said government, with official
government or accredited institution
seal affixed, thus validating the infor-
mation on the Bluefin Tuna Statistical
Document; and

(9) As applicable, state the name(s)
and address(es), including the name of
the city and state or province of im-
port, and the name(s) of the intermedi-
ate country(ies) or the name of the
country of final destination, and li-
cense number(s) of, and be signed and
dated in the importer’s certification
block by, each intermediate and the
final importer.

(b) An approved Bluefin Tuna Statis-
tical Document may be obtained from
the Regional Director to accompany
exports of bluefin tuna from the United
States. Bluefin tuna dealers in coun-
tries that do not provide an approved
Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document to
exporters may obtain an approved
Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document
from the Regional Director to accom-
pany exports to the United States.

(c) Dealers from a country exporting
bluefin tuna to the United States may
use the approved Bluefin Tuna Statis-
tical Document obtainable from the
Regional Director or documents devel-
oped by the dealer’s country, if that
country submits a copy, through the
ICCAT Executive Secretariat, to the
Assistant Administrator, and the As-
sistant Administrator concurs with the
ICCAT Secretariat’s determination
that the document meets the informa-
tion requirements of the ICCAT rec-
ommendation. In such case, the Assist-
ant Administrator shall provide a list
of countries for which Bluefin Tuna
Statistical Documents are approved,
together with examples of such docu-
ments to the appropriate official of the
U.S. Customs Service. Effective upon
the date indicated in such notice to the
U.S. Customs Service, shipments of
bluefin tuna or bluefin tuna products
offered for importation from said coun-
try(ies) may be accompanied by either
that country’s approved Bluefin Tuna
Statistical Document or by the Bluefin
Tuna Statistical Document provided to
the foreign country exporter by the Re-
gional Director.

§ 285.203 Validation requirements.
(a) Imports. The approved Bluefin

Tuna Statistical Document accom-
panying any import of bluefin tuna,
whether or not the issuing country is a
member of ICCAT, must be validated
by a government official from the
issuing country, unless the Assistant
Administrator waives the government
validation requirement for that coun-
try following a recommendation to do
so by the Executive Secretary of
ICCAT. The Assistant Administrator
shall furnish a list of countries for
which government validation require-
ments are waived to the appropriate of-
ficial of the U.S. Customs Service. Said
list shall indicate the circumstances of
exemption for each issuing country and
the non-government institutions, if
any, accredited to validate Bluefin Sta-
tistical Documents for that country.

(b) Exports. The approved Bluefin
Tuna Statistical Document accom-
panying any export of bluefin tuna
from the United States must be vali-
dated by a U.S. government official,
except under circumstances of waiver,
if any, specified on the form and ac-
companying instructions, or in a letter
to permitted dealers from the Regional
Director. Such circumstances of waiver
of government validation shall be con-
sistent with ICCAT recommendations
concerning validation of Bluefin Tuna
Statistical Documents. If authorized,
such waiver of government validation
may include:

(1) Exemptions from government val-
idation for fish with individual tags af-
fixed pursuant to § 280.52 or § 285.30 of
this chapter, or;

(2) Validation by non-government of-
ficials authorized to do so by the Re-
gional Director under paragraph (c) of
this section.

(c) Authorization for non-government
validation. Institutions, or associations
seeking authorization to validate
Bluefin Tuna Statistical Documents
accompanying exports from the United
States, must apply in writing to the
Regional Director. A letter of applica-
tion must indicate the procedures to be
used for verification of information to
be validated, must list the names, ad-
dresses, and telephone/fax numbers of
individuals to perform validation, and
must provide an example of the stamp
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